Stephan Emanuel Drazinic, M.D.
May 2, 1929 - June 12, 2019

Dr. Stephan Emanuel Drazinic, 90, of Eustis, passed away Wednesday, June 12, 2019.
Born in Lastovo, Dalmacija, Croatia, he moved to Eustis in 1973 from Jacksonville, FL. Dr.
Drazinic delivered more than 3,000 babies during his career at Waterman Hospital. He
was the first OB-GYN to establish a solo practice in Eustis and was the first OB-GYN at
Waterman Memorial Hospital. He was a founding member of the Waterman Memorial
Hospital Medical Staff, was a Master Chess Player and was a member of St. Mary of the
Lakes Catholic Church, Eustis. He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Maria Drazinic of
Eustis; 2 daughters, Sandra (Fredric) Petak of East Windsor, NJ, Carolyn Drazinic, M.D.,
Ph.D., M.B.A. of Tallahassee, FL; brother, Veljko Drazinic of Lastovo, Croatia; 2
grandsons, Alexander Petak, J.D., Esq. of Los Angeles, CA and Daniel Petak of East
Windsor, NJ. A funeral mass will be held at St. Mary of the Lakes Catholic Church, Eustis
on Saturday, June 15, 2019 at 11:00 AM. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made to the Disabled American Veterans Charitable Service Trust, the National Fallen
Firefighters Foundation or to the Central Florida Concerns of Police Survivors. Online
Guestbook available at www.hardenpauli.com Arrangements by Harden/Pauli Funeral
Home, Eustis.
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218 Oklawaha Avenue, Eustis, FL, US, 32726

Comments

“

Donna lit a candle in memory of Stephan Emanuel Drazinic, M.D.

Donna - June 19, 2019 at 07:03 PM

“

Best Doctor ever!! He delivered 2 of my children, 5 yrs apart...he remembered me
even though I hadn't seen him since 1982! I saw him at the Post Office a couple
years...he will be in my Heart forever .....

Donna - June 19, 2019 at 07:00 PM

“

After moving to Lake County in May of 1975, I asked the ladies with whom i worked
to refer me to a OB/GYN. Almost in unison they said, "Dr. Drazinic". I was
immediately set up for annual physicals, and was assured that I could call at any time
for other issues or emergencies. In 1978 he admitted me to Old Waterman for
surgery which corrected issues from childbirth before my move to Florida. Afterward
he called my home to see if l was getting around, and then said that I could cook.
When I told my husband he said, "He must be a fine surgeon; you never could cook
before". I told Dr. D and he laughed so hard.
Dr. Drazinic saved me with his timely, expert care, his sweet and kind voice and a pat
on the hip. "How are you this morning, my Darling"? A lady in my room was suffering
from osteoporosis. She had been in a camp in Europe and asked him, "Doctor! Vat
iss your accent"? He kept on writing and answered, "Vesst Virch-inia".
He was the very best, second to none and cared for me until he retired. I have
thought of him often over the years and will remember him for ever.
I know that dear Dr. Drazinic is now resting in the sweet arms of our Holy Mother
Mary.

Caryl A.D. Adams - June 15, 2019 at 06:47 PM

“

I was privileged to know Dr. Drazinic, a kind, hospitable, and highly intelligent man.
My most heartfelt condolences to my dear friend Carolyn and her family.
Ali znam sigurno da moj Otkupitelj živi,

i da će se onda dići nad prahom.
Tada će ova moja koža opet biti oko mene,
iz svojega vlastitog mesa gledat ću Boga.
Michael Brooks - June 15, 2019 at 06:19 PM

“

I remember when I was in middle school years ago, I would get styes on my eyes
and no treatment helped. My mom took me to Dr. Drazinic, he gave me an injection
and to this day I have never had another stye! That was some 45 years ago! He also
performed a surgical procedure on me. Nothing but success. I send my prayers and
deepest sympathy to the family and friends of this great doctor. May the Lord comfort
and keep you in His great care.

Yolanda Fields-Chatman - June 15, 2019 at 11:50 AM

“

As a nurse, I had the pleasure of not only working with Dr Drazinic, but also, seeing
him as a patient. He has a special place in my heart. Such an amazing surgeon and
such a sweet and special kind spirit

susan kicklighter - June 15, 2019 at 06:20 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephan Emanuel Drazinic,
M.D..

June 14, 2019 at 08:37 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Stephan Emanuel Drazinic, M.D..

June 14, 2019 at 06:29 PM

“

Dr. Drazinic saved my life when i was 19 (in 1990). He actually did my surgery for
free. No other doctor would even consider me as it was so risky. He was direct but
very sweet. I will never forget him. God bless you sir.

Lynn White - June 14, 2019 at 04:23 PM

“

Dr Drazinic was my doctor for my first baby, which I lost when I was 4 months
pregnant. I have never had a Dr care so much he even cried with me. He later
delivered my rainbow baby and 10 months later another boy. He was so excited with
both deliveries and so good he could tell the babies weights by just holding them. He
was such an Angel here on earth.

Kimberlee Roach - June 14, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

Dr. Drazinic will be missed. Delivered both of my children and never forgot you when
you would run into him. He was so special. God received a very special angel.
May God hold the whole family close at this time of loss. RIP Dr. Drazinic

chris - June 14, 2019 at 03:29 PM

“

Dr. Drazinic was my doctor when my son was born in June of 1991. I liked him
immediately because he was quick witted and had a no-nonsense approach to
things. I was already in active labor when he got to the hospital, and when I joked
with him and asked him what took him so long to get there he looked me straight in
the eyes and said he hadn't finished his dinner yet! LOL! Of course, then there was a
little grin and a twinkle of his eyes and we had work to do. A few weeks later, I was in
his office for a check-up with a cranky baby (and I was pretty cranky, too). I broke
down crying and told him breast-feeding wasn't going so well, the baby had a rash (I
was using cloth diapers) and we were all very sleep deprived. He gave me some of
the best advice I've ever had and I've never forgotten it. He told me that if I didn't

take care of ME, that I couldn't take care of my baby. He said "Go buy some formula
and some disposable diapers and ask your mother to babysit for a few hours so you
can take a nap." He told me that there was no stigma or failure to be claimed by not
continuing to do things the way that I had been trying to do them if they weren't
working for my new family. I've always appreciated his frankness and honesty with
me. My thoughts and prayers are with his loved ones. I hope the knowledge of how
he touched the lives of so many others brings them some small sense of comfort
during this difficult time. <3
Amy Elliott - June 14, 2019 at 02:09 PM

“

I worked with him at the old hospital, he was a fun guy to work with, and he took care of my
daughter when no other doctor would
Linda Sitterson - June 14, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

Delores Miller lit a candle in memory of Stephan Emanuel Drazinic, M.D.

Delores Miller - June 14, 2019 at 12:32 PM

“

I have never met Dr. Stephan Drazinic but based on his daughter Dr. Carolyn
Drazinic, who I have had the honor to work with over the past several years, he must
have been an amazing father, doctor and role model.
“To consider that after the death of the body the spirit perishes,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá has
said “is like imagining that a bird in a cage will be destroyed if the cage is broken,
though the bird has nothing to fear from the destruction of the cage. Our body is like
the cage, and the spirit is like the bird…if the cage becomes broken, the bird will
continue and exist. Its feelings will be even more powerful, its perceptions greater,
and its happiness increased…
"Seen in this light, death is not to be feared. Bahá’u’lláh refers to it as a “messenger
of joy.” He states: “Thou art My dominion and My dominion perisheth not; wherefore
fearest thou thy perishing? Thou art My light and My light shall never be
extinguished; why dost thou dread extinction? Thou art My glory and My glory fadeth
not; thou art My robe and My robe shall never be outworn.”
Our prayers will be with the family, God bless
Drs. John and Susan Mike

John Mike - June 14, 2019 at 11:10 AM

“

Even though Lori and I only had a chance to know him for the last year and a half,
when we became neighbors, we became very close very quickly; I don't know if
we've ever met a more kind, gentle and caring man, and loving father and husband.
We miss him horribly already. I loved his smile, his sense of humor, his wonderful
accent, his strong grip, and especially when he would greet me by taking my face in
his two hands. Rest In Peace, dear friend. "Well done good and faithful servant. You
have fought the good fight, you have finished the race, you have kept the faith." 2
Timothy 4:7.

David Pasik - June 14, 2019 at 10:07 AM

“

To the family, Throw all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
May the true God give you comfort during this time, my condolences

TL - June 14, 2019 at 09:33 AM

“

Dr. Drazinic was a wonderful doctor. He brought my baby girl into the world
June22,1961C-Section. Rest in peace .She passed away this past January.
Sherryl Aycock McDuffie

Sherryl Aycock Mcduffie - June 14, 2019 at 07:47 AM

