Reuben Nichols
June 1, 1948 - March 2, 2021

Reuben Nichols, 72, of Eustis, passed away Tuesday, March 2, 2021 under the care of his
family and Cornerstone Hospice. Born in Batang, China, Reuben was Tibetan. He was
orphaned as an infant and adopted by missionaries Edgar and Mable Nichols. When he
was one year old, Chinese Communism took over Tibet, forcing the missionaries to flee
over high mountain passes in the dead of winter to enter India. Reuben and another
adopted Tibetan, Andrew, did not have visas, and India could not allow them to stay as
undocumented aliens. Thailand agreed to allow them for a period of time, and so Reuben
and Andrew were put in the care of Dr. Garland Bare and his wife Dorothy while the
Nichols went on to the US to seek legal entry for their boys. With the help of author James
Michener, the red tape was cut and they soon arrived in Hawaii where the Nichols were
ministering. Reuben met Connie Roth in 3rd grade. They dated in high school and were
married after his 1st Air Force tour of duty in Vietnam. The Air Force sent him to Hawaii,
where their son Raymond was born. Reuben moved to Eustis in 1979 from Joplin,
Missouri. He is retired from Lake County Schools Transportation. He was a valued
employee, a friend to many, member of Lake Eustis Christian Church, supporter of
Christian missions, sharing skills in Haiti on numerous occasions, including being there at
the time of the 2010 earthquake. He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Connie Nichols,
Eustis, FL; son, Ray (Susie) Nichols, Eustis, FL; brother, Andrew Yee, Honolulu, HI; sister,
Dorothy Nichols, Sargent, NE; 1 grandchild, Tyler Nichols. A celebration of Reuben’s life
will be held at a Lake Eustis Christian Church, Eustis on Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 3:00
PM. For safety reasons, the family has requested everyone please use a face covering
and stay socially distant from others. Online Guestbook available at http://www.hardenpaul
i.com Arrangements by Harden/Pauli Funeral Home, Eustis
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Comments

“

Niki Bauschlicher lit a candle in memory of Reuben Nichols

Niki Bauschlicher - April 25 at 01:03 AM

“

May the Light of this Candle burn bright for Reuben as long as time lasts.
Denise Woods

Denise Woods - April 21 at 03:56 PM

“

On behalf of my Father George M. Woods who was a bus driver at the Eustis Bus
Lot for many years. He always spoke highly of Reuben and how he could diagnose
the problem of a bus in no time flat and have those busses running in tip top shape.
Reuben and my Father always talked and had many laughs. I know my Dad
respected Reuben’s intelligence and patience. My Dad always said Reuben had a
kind heart, and enjoyed being around people. The bus drivers at the Eustis Lot were
family and Reuben was part of that family. I am sure that my Dad will welcome
Reuben with open arms as they meet in heaven.
I pray that Reuben’s family will find peace and comfort and know that the Good Lord
will guide them on this sad journey. May God Bless all of You!
Sincerely.
Denise Woods

Denise Woods - April 21 at 03:52 PM

“

Reuben was one of my all time favorite Sunday school teachers. He will be greatly
missed by so many! Love to Connie, Ray and the rest of the family!

amanda - April 19 at 08:09 PM

“

It has taken me a long time to be able to come here to post a goodbye to a man that
I held in the highest regard for so many years and truly loved he and Connie for all
their goodness and selflessness they give to all people no matter the need big or
small, well known or just met. His heart was as big as the whole world and I still can’t
speak of Reuben without tears at our loss. I know it is all according to Gods plan, but,
I can’t help feeling selfish sometimes. I pray that Connie and the family finds peace
and if I can help in any way please ask.. love, Sally

Sally Holcomb and Michael Woodard - March 24 at 09:13 PM

“

Sally Holcomb And Michael Woodard lit a candle in memory of Reuben Nichols

Sally Holcomb and Michael Woodard - March 24 at 09:02 PM

“

I always remember Reuben as one of the kindest people I have had the pleasure to
know and call a friend. I often saw him stopped at lights in terrible traffic and he was
always smiling. I once told him that I would love to sing a special in church but didn't
have a good voice. He said that he would sing with me. How kind and giving was
that. He will be so missed seeing him in church, but know that he is in Heaven with
all the loved ones who have gone before. My special thoughts are with Connie and
her loss of this special person who I know was her love and best friend.

Susan Hamlin-Salazar - March 05 at 10:14 PM

“

I'll always remember that he had a heart as big and caring as all outdoors. Always
doing things for other people. He will be missed so much, but now it is his turn to
have the best life. Your Aunt Dottie

Dottie - March 05 at 02:21 PM

“

What a blessing to know this man and his wife. They are true servants of the Lord
and workers in His Kingdom. His witness will continue in and through us. Reuben
was always ready to help anyone and he was a big help to Chuck and Vera Huffman
from the time they joined the Eustis Christian Church. We are so thankful for the love
and care they gave our folks.

Kim & Janet Huffman - March 05 at 08:54 AM

“

Lorri And Patty lit a candle in memory of Reuben Nichols

Lorri and Patty - March 05 at 12:33 AM

“

Janie Roth Rodgers lit a candle in memory of Reuben Nichols

Janie Roth Rodgers - March 04 at 03:06 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Reuben Nichols.

March 04 at 01:53 PM

“

Both my husband and I knew Reuben. My husband did water well for his family home
and I was a bus driver and lead driver at the Eustis bus lot. Where Reuben was a
mechanic and later an A/C man for Lake County transportation. He was a fine man
and both Connie and Reuben are fine people to know. He was loved by many. He will
be missed.

Louise and Ed Cehi - March 04 at 01:11 PM

“

Oh, my! Our condolences, Connie & Ray! Prayers are being lifted! We had no idea Reuben
was even ill! He know he is in the Master’s hands and heard, “well, done good and faithful
servant/son welcome to glory.” So sorry for your loss. Reuben was a wonderful man. Hugs
to you and the family. Our thoughts are with you. Love, Bill & Maria Davis
Ria Davis - March 04 at 09:47 PM

“

What a beautiful story. Truly amazing people who found a way to reunite their family
and find freedom. Much love to you and your loved ones. My family will pray for
comfort and healing for all.
The Fosbinder Family

sharan fosbinder - March 04 at 12:56 PM

“

Prayers and blessings to Connie and all the family.. from the Kelsey family, who lived
across the street from Connie and her wonderful family about 70 years ago.

David Kelsey - March 04 at 12:23 PM

