Paul L. Hockenberry
October 18, 1928 - May 10, 2020

Paul L. Hockenberry, 91, of Eustis, passed away Sunday, May 10, 2020. Born in
Martinsburg, West Virginia, he moved to Eustis in 2014 from Portsmouth, Virginia. He was
a telephone contract supervisor and was a member of the Cradock Presbyterian Church in
Portsmouth serving the church as a deacon for many years. He was also a member of the
Izaak Walton League, a volunteer for the state of Virginia with the Hunter Safety Education
program as an instructor for over 30 years, a NRA Rifle and Pistol instructor and was an
active volunteer for the American Red Cross. Paul proudly served his country in the US
Navy during Korea. Paul is survived by his daughter, Kathy Hockenberry (Mark) Sineath,
Eustis, FL; 4 grandchildren, Christopher Clark, Texas, Ashley Clark of Orlando, FL,
Stephen Clark of Orlando, FL, Baron Morales, Japan; 6 great-grandchildren, Cambria,
Bain, Arielle, Barrett, Anastasia & Blade. Military graveside services will be held at Florida
National Cemetery at a later date once restrictions due to the Coronavirus Pandemic have
been lifted. Online Guestbook available at www.hardenpauli.com Arrangements by
Harden/Pauli Funeral Home, Eustis.

Comments

“

Paul was a kind and understanding soul. An outdoorsman and more, an outdoor
teacher. His kindness extended to everyone. He liked to talk and more, he always
listened with interest. Paul had a "testy" side too - if you provided him a reason. The
stories from his early life in West Virginia and life on the farm, hunting for food, him
taking care of the neighbors around his area, his tour in the U.S. Navy, his career
with Bell Telephone, A Master Instructor in Hunter Education of Virginia for more than
30 years and lastly, his friends provided him endless memories fraught with warmth,
humor, concern and laughter. I listened as he recalled his many memories and
shared them with all of us over the years. Children and young adults were his target
audience and he never failed them because he taught at the level they required and
the lessons were for everyone because he always had a point to make. He had the
admiration and respect of young and old alike. I miss him, miss the memories, the
coffee, the hunting, the work, the lessons and the laughter. I cannot provide just a
memory, I have so many over the years we shared with each other and with friends.
So long my friend.

Michael J. O'Tool - May 25, 2020 at 02:50 PM

“

Thank you Mike.
Kathy - May 30, 2020 at 09:22 AM

“

I first met Paul Hockenberry in the late 1970's. He was President of the local chapter
of he Isaak Walton League shooting club. He got me to join, become a board
member, secretary, vice president and president. Typical Paul, all I wanted to do was
shoot and he put me to work! He also got me into the Virginia State Hunter Safety
program. We taught together for 20 years or more.
He introduced this Massachusetts Yankee to southern deer hunting in Tidewater, VA.
And also the mountains of Bath County, VA. Then he took me to West Virginia where
he grew up. We hunted Ground Hogs and fished for Small Mouth Bass in the
Shenandoah River. That first year we got 81 Ground Hogs. The farmer was so
grateful, he wanted to pay for our ammo. In 1997 my wife and I got married with Paul
as my best man. Paul reset the play book and introduced Dot to all that he taught
me, including becoming a Hunter Safety Instructor. Like I said, he'll put you to work.
We turned the tables on him. When I married Dot, I also married into 200 acres of
prime Deer and Turkey land in Buckingham, VA. We put him to work! He loved every
minute of it. I'd like to go into the memory book, but every time I try, I get choked up
and can't see the key board. So, if you want to hear more about the best buddy I've
every had, we'll have to have several cups of coffee and I'll talk your ears off. On our
property, we have Paul's old deer stand. It's old, beat and not usable anymore. I'm
going to put a plaque on it "THE PAUL HOCKENBERRY MEMORIAL DEER
STAND".
Rest in peace ol' buddy, Dot and I have the watch.
John Oberlander

John Oberlander - May 19, 2020 at 04:21 PM

“

Kathy - May 30, 2020 at 09:23 AM

“

I met Paul about 20 years ago when I married his best buddy. I was instantly
introduced to the hunting & fishing world that he so enjoyed. I had fished before in
salt water, but he opened up a whole new experience for me on the Shenandoah
river in West Virginia where we went every year to camp and fish for 2 weeks in the
spring. We had the best times and shared so many laughs. He was a real pleasure to
be around. Then toward the end of summer, he introduced me to ground hog
hunting. We enjoyed another 2 week camping experience while we hunted. Then
along came deer season. I got my first deer during black powder season using the
techniques that he taught in the Hunter Safety Classes and personal instruction.
Since then, I've harvested 6 deer. I don't know who was prouder, Paul or me. He truly
enjoyed teaching kids how to shoot and become ethical hunters. He was a big fan of
teaching us ladies how to shoot and enjoy the outdoors. There's a big empty hole in
the world now, but we're all much better off having been a part of his life. Dot
Oberlander

Dot Oberlander - May 19, 2020 at 01:40 PM

“

“

Kathy - May 30, 2020 at 09:25 AM

We are so sorry to hear of Paul's passing. I met Paul probably 20 years ago while he
was hunting up in Buckingham Va. We got talking and he mention how did I get that
Black Cat glue on my hands. I thought that was odd how he would know that until we
got talking and I found out he was a telephone guy and so was I. We laughed and
talked about that for years and about hunting as well as telephone work. He was a
great guy and someone I know you are very proud of. Again our prayers go out to
you and your family.
Donnie and Cindy Dorrier

Donnie Dorrier - May 18, 2020 at 04:28 PM

“

When my son with young are you still live across the street from Mr. Hockenberry and he
was such a positive influence on my son I'll be so grateful to him he would always talk to
me and be nice to me when most of the neighbors really didn't care for me being there I
didn't have a father growing up but I would have been proud to call him my dad
Kathy I am sorry for your loss and your loss is our loss God rest His soul
Jimmy DeLauri - May 21, 2020 at 12:57 PM

“

Thank you Jimmy
Kathy - May 30, 2020 at 10:08 AM

“

We were saddened to see Mr. Hockenberry's death in the Virginian Pilot. For years
he made at least an annual trip to our farm in Suffolk to get peanuts and corn to feed
the squirrels at his home. He also gave our son one on one hunter safety classes at
the farm. A kind man we enjoyed knowing. Our thoughts and prayers are with his
family at this time. May he rest in peace. Gail and Mike Milteer, Franklin, VA

Gail Milteer - May 15, 2020 at 01:20 PM

“

Thank you. You will be happy to know he fed the squirrels until he was hospitalized.. i call
him the squirrel whisperer
Kathy - May 16, 2020 at 08:58 PM

