Melville Arthur Butt
April 27, 1947 - October 14, 2019

Melville (Mel) Arthur Butt, 72, of Mount Dora, passed away Monday, October 14, 2019.
Mel was born in Orlando, the son of Dr. Thomas Butt and Sara (Sally) Butt, and graduated
from Oak Ridge High School in 1965. He was a combat veteran in the Marine Corps
during the Vietnam War, then returned to earn a Bachelor’s of Business Administration
with a major in General Business from the University of Miami in 1973 and a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration with a focus in Accountancy from Florida
Technological University (now UCF) in 1975. He continued his studies at Florida State
University, earning a Master’s Degree in Counseling and Human Systems in 1980.
Mel’s genuine and engaging personality attracted many lifelong friends with whom he
enjoyed saltwater fishing, boating, waterskiing, and horseback riding. His appreciation for
nature was reflected in his wildlife photography and the hikes he made in some of the
world’s most challenging places, such as Colorado’s Rocky Mountains, the Grand
Canyon, and the Himalayas. But without a doubt, his greatest passion was sports car
racing. During his years as a driver, he was a member of IMSA (the International Motor
Sports Association), SCCA (the Sports Car Club of America), and the Porsche Club of
America. He won numerous trophies over the years, racing a variety of sports cars
throughout the Southeast, Texas, New York, and Canada. His favorite races were the
Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona and the 12 Hours of Sebring. Mel brought together other
drivers and a crew to form MAB Racing. He and his team shared great respect for one
another, and they were well-liked by everyone in racing for their good sportsmanship.
For many years, Mel owned and ran a citrus grove business. Later in life, he created the
Little Lake County Land Company, a rental property business in Mount Dora. Although his
days and nights were filled with interesting experiences, he always found time to reach out
to others with kindness, empathy, and a clever sense of humor. He and his wife of 26
years, Diane Butt, shared a never-ending love for each other and found joy in all the
adventures life gave them. In addition to Diane, he is survived by: his son, Thomas Butt,
Denver, CO; and his sisters, Carol Sanders, Zolfo Springs, FL, and Sara Healy,
Tallahassee, FL.

A Celebration of Life for Mel will be held on Saturday, November 23, 2019, at 1 p.m. at
Lake Receptions, 4425 N. Highway 19-A, Mount Dora, Florida. Please join in the
celebration and kindly RSVP before November 15th by leaving a message at (352) 7350766. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in Mel’s name to the
Alzheimer’s Association (website: act.alz.org).
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Comments

“

My sister, Shirley was at Osprey. Alzheimer's took her in march. During her 2 1/2
years there I met Mel, we had many happy times, it was always a happy day when I
could get a smile from him. Alzheimer patients are special. Mel was very special.

Mary Lou Waid - November 10, 2019 at 10:05 AM

“

I'm saddened to hear of Mel's passing. I remember him from our childhood on Lake
Jessamine. He and my older brother Jimmy (who passed a few years ago) had some
good times together and we valued our friendship with the entire Butt family.
Condolences and prayers to you all.
Pat Bozeman

Pat Bozeman - November 10, 2019 at 09:46 AM

“

I don't know of a more beautiful soul than Mel. I'll never forget the time he camped
out with me all night long in order for me to be first in line for a low-interest loan
almost 30 years ago! We laughed, snacked and played backgammon through out the
night. And, thanks to him,. I got the loan which allowed me to purchase my starter
home.
But he helped me in so many more intangible ways. He was always kind and
supportive as I found myself growing up and learning about life. He always provided
sound and loving council.
I also loved going to his racing events and watching him come alive when in the
racing atmosphere. What a fun man! He was such a special soul that his energy will
be with us all for eternity.
I send you much love Diane and am here for anything I can do for you. I love you
both;.

Lisa Schultz Smith - November 08, 2019 at 09:14 AM

“

Diane, I am so sorry to hear of Mel’s passing. You and your family will be in my
thoughts and prayers at this terribly sad time. I recently lost my husband Ed on
March 1st of this year. You two had a beautiful marriage and I believe Mel will
continue to walk with you as you cherish and honor his memory. With my sympathy
and love, Kathy Casselberry Vosney(8607126609)

Kathryn Casselberry Vosney - November 07, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Mel's passing leaves a big hole in my heart. I was so blessed to witness the love he
and Diane shared. Mel was a great story teller. Lauren and I feel blessed to have
know him, I look forward to seeing him again in the Spiritual World .
Always:
Gary and Lauren Youngblood

Gary Youngblood - November 06, 2019 at 07:51 PM

