Darrell George Haass
September 5, 1918 - June 29, 2021

Darrell George Haass, 102, of Mount Dora, FL, passed away Tuesday, June 29, 2021.
Born and raised in Frankfort, Illinois, he was the son of Maximillian Haass and Lottie
Haass (Peters), the grandson of Dr. Emil Haass (Civil War surgeon and town doctor) and
Eliza Haass, and the brother of Max Haass Jr. His commitment to excellence and desire to
lead became very clear in his college and military days. He received his B.S. degree (with
honors) in Management from the University of Illinois, College of Commerce. In addition to
being active in a wide variety of campus organizations, including the University Flying
Club, he was the President of his fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon.
Darrell’s time at the university was temporarily interrupted when he enlisted in the US
Armed Forces in the month following Pearl Harbor. He entered as a Private and worked
his way up to Captain in the US Army Signal Corps during World War II. He served as
Radar Siting Officer for the Fifth Fighter Command in the Pacific theater and was
accredited with multiple ribbons and three Bronze Service Stars for his contributions in the
New Guinea, Southern, and Northern Philippines campaigns. Following his service, he
returned to the University of Illinois to finish his degree, graduating in 1947.
Darrell’s zest for life, along with his determination to make the most of everything he did,
continued when he moved to Orlando in 1948. A successful businessman, he founded
American Pioneer Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries, holding the titles of
Chairman, CEO and President. Over the years, he served on a number of Boards,
including: as the Director of the Florida Association of Life and Casualty Insurers, Inc.;
Budget and Finance Chair on the State Board of the American Cancer Society;
ComBank/Winter Park, and Rio Pinar Country Club. In addition to being a member in
various clubs in Central Florida, he was a member of the Committee of One Hundred of
Orange County. As he did in his business and community endeavors, Darrell was also
active in Park Lake Presbyterian Church where he served as the Clerk of the Session and
Elder, and was the President of both the Men of the Church and the PresbyWed Class. He
became a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Mount Dora when he moved there
21 years ago.
While Darrell worked tirelessly, he also enjoyed everything he did, always smiling and
interjecting humor whenever he could. His happiness and charismatic flare permeated his

interactions with others, and he truly loved to socialize and connect with people. His huge
variety of interests, everything from playing chess to flying, included his fascination with
investing and the stock market. Combining those particular interests with his desire to
socialize, he found great pleasure in forming long-lasting “Associated Investors” clubs in
Orlando and Mount Dora. Over the years, with unwavering optimism, he thoroughly
enjoyed golfing, fishing, hunting, and flying.
Beyond all of his many interests, Darrell most enjoyed spending time with his beloved
family. He was a loving, devoted father to his two daughters, sharing his values, standing
by them and holding their hands throughout their lives together. He is survived by his
daughters, Diane Butt of Mount Dora, FL, and Nancy Mentzer of Yalaha, FL.
Services will be held at Harden/Pauli Funeral Home, Eustis on Saturday, July 17, 2021 at
1:00 PM. Memorial donations may be made to the American Cancer Society
(http:/donate3.cancer.org/). Online Guestbook available at http://www.hardenpauli.com. Ar
rangements by Harden/Pauli Funeral Home, Eustis.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Harden-Pauli Funeral Home - July 07 at 05:08 PM

“

I will always remember Darrell as a warm, kind, and caring man. He would go out of his
way to make sure he gave his full attention when talking to you, and would give his best
advice to help you succeed. He was a light to our family during a time of darkness. I will
forever be thankful for having known Darrel, and grateful he was my friend.
My deepest sympathy to Diane and Nancy. You had the best dad ever!
Renee Wills Freeman
Renee Freeman - July 10 at 09:36 PM

“

One thing I will always remember about Darrell may seem small but it meant a lot.
Every time I saw him the greeting was the same a hearty "Hi Carl" a big smile and a
firm handshake. He made me, as well as others, know that you were important to
him. For the last 30 some years I knew I was part of his family...not just Nancy's
husband. We have lost something very meaningful and a positive force in our lives,
but we also had the opportunity to share it for many years. Thank you Darrell for
making me and my family so welcome and a part of your family.
Carl Mentzer

Carl Mentzer - July 23 at 11:42 PM

“

Nancy, Carl and Diane... My sincere condolences.
Nancy, I have known you for over 40 years and you have always spoken with awe
and love for your father. I had the good fortune of meeting him on a few occasions
and he was always so friendly, kind and engaging. I know he has always been one of
the most important people in your life and has influenced you in so many wonderful
ways and helped to mold you into the great person you are. While I know you will
miss him terribly, he will always be part of you and present in your heart, your soul
and in your memories..Thinking of you at this difficult time.
Hugs, Mary Steele

Mary Steele - July 19 at 01:37 PM

“

Looked forward to seeing Darrell ever Christmas in Yalaha. We always had great
conversations about golf, high tech. and investments. He was very enthusiastic
during these conversations which made them fun. But, the main thing I remember
about him is that he was always smiling. That always made me feel better even when
the day wasn’t going so well. I will miss him dearly.

mark mentzer - July 16 at 08:01 PM

“

Every Christmas day for the last 10-15 years I've had the privilege to take a moment
and sit with Darrell for a 1:1 conversation, just me and him. He would smile big and
then immediately start to pepper me with a long list of "check-in" questions to see
how I was doing. He was so genuinely interested, curious and excited to hear my
perspective, especially around high tech industry trends and what was going on in
my career. In those conversations I had the pleasure of Darrell sharing with me the
amazing adventures and achievements he'd had in is life. He told his stories with
captivating energy and joy. Those were special moments. I will miss you Darrel and
our annual Christmas day check-in conversations.
Maria Mentzer

Maria Mentzer - July 16 at 11:34 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Darrell George Haass.

July 14 at 03:35 PM

“

Peter & Patricia Kangieser purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Darrell
George Haass.

Peter & Patricia Kangieser - July 14 at 02:16 PM

“

Uncle Darrell lived a full and happy life. What more could you want for someone you
love. He achieved so much in his life but his biggest achievement was Diane and
Nancy. He loved them so much and was so proud of them. Ever since I was a little
girl sitting in his lap, he has been a part of my life. Especially after Dad passed, he
made it a point to call and talk with me often and always reminded me I was in his
prayers. I will miss this special man,our talks and the love he shared.My deepest
sympathy and much love to Diane and Nancy at this sad time.

Renie - July 13 at 11:52 AM

“

I remember meeting Darrell at Nancy and Dad's wedding in 1989. I enjoyed visiting,
lunches, and a few rounds of golf with him while I lived in Central Florida during grad
school and looked forward to seeing him again almost every year at Christmastime.
He projected happiness, optimism, and welcoming energy. We will miss him.

Katie Mentzer Mays - July 13 at 11:36 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Darrell George Haass.

July 13 at 11:01 AM

“

Over a cup of coffee one day at our favorite coffee shop, Darrell and I discovered we
had gone to the same HS but 8 years apart…what fun we had with old memories and
the development of a fast friendship…the many phone calls…the fun of discussing
investments…wherever he is ,rest assured ,Apple stock is on the agenda ! I miss you
greatly old friend…get the place ready for the rest of us…Bob Jackson

Robert W Jackson - July 13 at 08:50 AM

“

My Uncle Darrell was always smiling and kind. I will miss knowing he’s with us here
but rejoice in his entry into Heaven. Your memory will be a blessing to all of us who
knew and loved you. RIP you wonderful man!!!!! Xxxxxxxx
Love, Meg

meg deblank - July 10 at 05:21 PM

“

What a beautiful life well-lived. He definitely enjoyed all his adventures and idolized
his two very intelligent, loving daughters. Their love certainly extended his very full,
active and rewarding life.

Ron and Ellen Vogt - July 09 at 04:39 PM

“

77 files added to the album Video Photos

HARDEN FUNERAL HOME - July 07 at 05:17 PM

