Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson
December 19, 1954 - March 13, 2019

Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson, 64, of Eustis, passed away Wednesday, March 13, 2019.
Born in Eustis, Florida, she was a life-long resident of Lake County, FL and a 1973
graduate of Eustis High School. Carla was an Educator and was a Eustis City
Commissioner. A graduate of Tift College in Forsyth, GA, Carla taught 32 years in Lake
County Schools at Umatilla Middle School, North Lake Education Center, Eustis Middle
School and Eustis High School. Carla also served as the Dean of Students at LifeStream
Academy. Carla created and managed the “Jobs in Municipal Government” summer youth
programs for the City of Eustis in partnership with the Volusia, Lake, Flagler Private
Industry Council. Carla was the Key Club Sponsor at Eustis High School and loved
introducing her students to community service. Carla had a passion for service and for
educating students with nontraditional learning styles. Carla was recognized by the Lake
Eustis Area Chamber of Commerce with the 2016 Community Service Award for
Education. Carla was a Christian and loved to share her love of the Lord. Carla is survived
by her Husband, B. E. Thompson of Eustis, FL, Brothers, Gene Gnann of Cassia, FL,
Frankie Gnann of Paisley, FL, Jerry Gnann of Pine Lakes, FL and Marty Gnann of Cassia,
FL; Sister, Darlene Volkert of Eustis, FL; and by numerous nieces, nephews, extended
family and friends, and her beloved dogs, Tebow and Gator. Services will be held at
LifePointe Church, Eustis on Sunday, March 17, 2019 at 3:00 PM. The family will receive
friends at the Harden/Pauli Funeral Home Chapel, Eustis on Saturday, March 16, 2019
from 5:00 PM till 7:00 PM. Memorial donations may be made to Amazing Race for Charity,
632 S. Bay St, Eustis, FL 32726. Carla volunteered for this annual event which supports
more than a dozen local charities. Online Guestbook available at www.hardenpauli.com

Events
MAR
16

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Harden-Pauli Funeral Home
1617 South Bay Street, Eustis, FL, US, 32726

MAR
17

Service

03:00PM

LifePointe Church
3551 East Orange Avenue, Eustis, FL, US, 32726

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Harden-Pauli Funeral Home - March 16, 2019 at 08:29 AM

“

“

Beautiful video of a life well lived. Thank you.
Linda Witt (Linda Smith formerly) - March 17, 2019 at 06:09 PM

Thank you for our many conversations. I'll miss your smile and special wink.
"GT" no more aches and pains! Goodnight til we meet again and tell Trent hello.

Gail Isaac-Thomas - March 18, 2019 at 06:32 PM

“

Gail Isaac-Thomas lit a candle in memory of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson

Gail Isaac-Thomas - March 18, 2019 at 06:27 PM

“

Carla was such a cherished friend who touched the lives of each who were blessed
to know her. She was one of the sweetest, kindest, & most forgiving persons I’ve
ever known. Gifted w/pretty red hair, she could be hilarious & had a terrific laugh.
She was always a helper & an overachiever w/a servant’s heart who desired the
absolute best for everyone. Carla also deeply loved God; her family, friends, &
students; the community she served; & animals, especially Tebow & Gator. She shall
be greatly missed. Heaven has gained another angel.

Gayle Blythe - March 17, 2019 at 10:18 PM

“

Always a giving person. A Biblical example of being Christ like. Helped me many
times and was so good to my family. My mom loved her very much. The world has
lost a ray of son light but heaven is a little brighter. She will always be remembered
by me with utmost respect, admiration and fondness. Douglas Clark. Son of Sam &
Eleanor Clark. Cassia store.

Douglas Clark - March 17, 2019 at 03:03 PM

“

So sorry I’m not able to be there with you all today, but know that you are in my
thoughts and prayers. Carla was a dear, sweet friend who I have known most of her
life. She grew up with my children at EHS. She was always smiling and never had
anything but good things to say about others. She had a servant’s heart and truly
loved her community and serving others. She has impacted the lives of many
children and adults alike. She and her bubbly personality will be so missed. Prayers
and sincere condolences to her family, friends, students and community.
Linda Witt

Linda Witt (Linda Smith formerly) - March 17, 2019 at 02:25 PM

“

Oh Carla, what fun we had at Tift. Your infectious laugh... that constant smile... singing in
the stairwell at night... running laps around the softball field, thinking we were going to
collapse any minute, but we did it. You told me that we were going to breathe through our
noses and not talk while we ran. Lol. It was hard not to talk.
Everything was such an adventure for you. We all loved you and enjoyed you.
I don’t usually say things like this, but, your husband said you left the earth in such peace. I
have no doubt that it was peaceful... you simply walked into the Heavenly realm as the
Heavenly hosts and the Father welcomed you with “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Special prayers for B E and the multitude of those who loved you.
Until the day we are all together again... 1-4-3.
Joan - March 18, 2019 at 11:38 AM

“

Although words cannot describe this phase of life’s journey and will not ease the
pain, writing these words are an expression of love for a sister who will be sorely
missed until reunion time. Although I would not go with her to the Tift reunion, I will
not miss the real one coming soon. On Earth, Carla was a bubbling ray of sunlight
and love that filled wherever she was with fun, laughter, adventure, hope, and joy.
She challenged each one she knew to be a better person and contribute to God's
kingdom while on their earthly adventure. She was straightforward, honest, caring,
curious, mischievous, adventurous, humble, loving, and filled with dreams. She was
a person of action who made those dreams come true whenever possible. She was a
loyal, loving, supportive friend who looked for the good in everyone. She usually
found the good in a person and highlighted that good to others so they could see it,
too. She was an angel unaware in the lives of many. One of her many secrets was
that even if the good was not as strong as she made you believe, it would be by the
time she had entrenched herself into your life. Another secret was that she would
rather be sitting in Cassia under a tree singing and communing with her Father God
rather than in the heat of the battle. However, she never failed to answer the call to
battle. She would compel those to her left and right to fight bravely and increase
God’s Kingdom so we all could be together in that final home. Carla did not want
anyone left behind. Although she loved her adopted family and friends, Carla had
special place in her heart for her given family. She rejoiced in the giftings of each
one, supported them in any way she could, loved them with her whole heart, boasted
to others about them, and prayed faithfully for them to see themselves as she saw
them. She wanted their hopes and dreams to be reality for them. She will be
petitioning the Father for their good and watching over each one. Carla loved her
Father God, her animal children, her family, her home whether Cassia or Eustis, her
friends, and Tift adventure/sisters. In Heaven, she is smiling, singing, joining her
loved ones, exploring, and waiting for us to be a part of the glorious reunion with her
Father God, Brother Jesus, and Guide the Holy Spirit. Gnann, I miss your earthly
presence, sorrow for the broken heart that results in your absence, but rejoice in your
new adventure. I will see you soon. 1-4-3 Your sister, Judy

Judy Hall Lippincott - March 17, 2019 at 11:45 AM

“

I had the honor of knowing Ms. GT, as she was known, at Eustis High School,
working as a sign language interpreter. She taught her kids what they needed to
know, to be successful in society. She loved every one of them and they loved her
back. She will be missed and remembered by so many...Sincerely, Ms. Kathy

Kathy Magin - March 17, 2019 at 11:29 AM

“

Joshua Ezell lit a candle in memory of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson

Joshua Ezell - March 16, 2019 at 09:35 PM

“

Charles And Donna Collins lit a candle in memory of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson

Charles and Donna Collins - March 16, 2019 at 09:34 PM

“

Carla was our sparkling jewel of Upshaw Hall back in those wonderful college years
of the 70’s. She and I shared a love and ownership of our big “gentle giants”,
Newfoundlands. I know she’s dancing and joyously singing with the angels!

Gayle Bax - March 16, 2019 at 05:36 PM

“

I never knew Carla but knew of the good work she did for Eustis. Hank Zaleski,MD

Hank Zaleski - March 16, 2019 at 12:44 PM

“

The Bain Family purchased the Enduring Grace for the family of Carla Dale GnannThompson.

The Bain Family - March 16, 2019 at 11:30 AM

“

I will never forget wrestling with Gator us both on the floor to give hi his haircuts we
always would laugh and have a time of it

Brenda Lynn - March 15, 2019 at 10:19 PM

“

My heart goes out to all my cousins and aunts and uncles. Carla will be missed by all
who knew and loved her. I wish is could be there with all of you. Please know that
you're all in my heart and my prayers. I will always remember her "GREAT LAUGH!"
Love,
Jean

JEAN GNANN - March 15, 2019 at 08:56 PM

“

JEAN GNANN lit a candle in memory of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson

JEAN GNANN - March 15, 2019 at 08:52 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Carla Dale GnannThompson.

March 15, 2019 at 08:07 PM

“

Carla was one of God's special people on earth. A caring teacher, a great friend, a
person who knew no strangers, a terrific public servant, and a joy to be with. She will
be missed. Caring thoughts and prayers go out to her family.

Diane Mullen - March 15, 2019 at 04:05 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson.

March 15, 2019 at 02:47 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson.

March 15, 2019 at 02:38 PM

“

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the family of Carla Dale GnannThompson.

March 15, 2019 at 12:38 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Carla was one of the warmest and loving ladies that i have
ever had the pleasure of working with and call a friend. Heaven has truelly gained a
beautiful angel.

Debbie akins guervio - March 15, 2019 at 10:57 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Carla Dale GnannThompson.

March 15, 2019 at 09:05 AM

“

Kenneth Antos sent a virtual gift in memory of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson

Kenneth Antos - March 15, 2019 at 08:02 AM

“

My deepest condolences & sympathies to the family and friends of Carla Dale
Gnann-Thompson

Kenneth Antos - March 15, 2019 at 08:02 AM

“

Broken hearted to hear about Carla’s passing. She was one of a kind with a heart
and personality as big as all outdoors. I’m glad she was my friend. Deepest
condolences to her immediate family, and to the entire Gnann family. I know she’s
happy in Heaven!

Kelley Eveland McManaman - March 14, 2019 at 11:31 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Carla's passing. I have know her since she was a girl
growing up in Cassia. Her mother, Mary Bell, was a dear friend of mine, and the last
time I saw Carla was at her mother's funeral. This was a precious lady, and will be
greatly missed. She left a permanent difference in the lives of all of those she
touched through many years. We were all so very blessed to have known her and felt
her presence.
God be with all of you, family and friends, as you mourn the loss of her in your lives.
Whitney "Bill" Lavender

Whitney Bill Lavender - March 14, 2019 at 04:33 PM

“

Sis. Carla was a beautiful women of God. She loved the Lord from the bottom of her
heart and enjoyed working with the youth at church, she touched so many lives over
the years. I was in the youth choir at Miracle Revival Deliverance Church where she
worked with the youth department many years ago. She had a smile of gold. She will
truly be missed by many, gone but never forgotten. Heaven has gained another
beautiful angel. On behalf of Miracle Revival Deliverance Church of Leesburg,
Florida board members and church family; we send our condolences to the family
and will continue to keep you in our prayers. We love you Sis. Carla.
Love always,
Sabrina Mitchell
Church Secretary
Miracle Revival Deliverance Church of Leesburg, FL

Sabrina Mitchell - March 14, 2019 at 03:04 PM

“

Carla was an amazing person, she touched so many lives and will be fondly
remembered by so many. She is going to be greatly missed.

Kathy McDonald - March 14, 2019 at 02:54 PM

“

Carla’s smile could light up a room. She is such a perfect example of a Christian who
not only “talked the talk” but “walked the walk”, setting an example for everyone who
knew her. She leaves quite a legacy in the lives of children that she touched
throughout her teaching career. She had the love and respect of both students and
parents.
She will be missed.

Barbara Wilson-Smith - March 14, 2019 at 11:32 AM

“

Barbara Wilson-Smith lit a candle in memory of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson

Barbara Wilson-Smith - March 14, 2019 at 11:23 AM

“

My heart-felt condolences to Carla's family, friends and students. Carla spread such
love and caring to all she came in contact with and added so much to the lives she
touched. Her compassion for doing good for her community was unbounded. She will
be greatly missed. I know I'll miss seeing her in the parking lot at Eustis High with
Gator and Tebow as she played with them and let them roam and run in the
enclosure there. Her bright smile and loving hugs will be long remembered. Life has
been better for having known Carla.
Love and Hugs,
Judy Carter

Judy Carter - March 14, 2019 at 11:16 AM

“

United Way of Lake and Sumter Counties purchased the Country Basket Blooms for
the family of Carla Dale Gnann-Thompson.

United Way of Lake and Sumter Counties - March 14, 2019 at 09:41 AM

