Agnes Marie Bierbaum
September 21, 1934 - March 24, 2021

Agnes Bierbaum, a loving wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and friend to all
whose lives she touched, passed away peacefully in Tavares, Florida on March 24, 2021.
She was 86. A funeral mass will be held at 9:00 AM, Wednesday, March 31, 2021 at St.
Patrick’s Catholic Church, Mount Dora, Florida. For friends and family unable to attend in
person, the service will be live-streamed and can be accessed at this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3jhCVQwLdUbsU8-NlzhXMA?view_as=subscriber.
Born in St. Louis, Missouri, Agnes was the youngest of four children of Robert A. and Agn
es G. Neudeck. Her family moved to Ste. Genevieve when she was four years old. In Ste.
Genevieve, Agnes quickly learned the skills of living on a farm. She often assisted her old
er brother, Robert (Neudeck), with gathering the hay and other farm chores. She spent ma
ny hours with her sisters, Jane (Loida) and Anne (Beyatte), doing chores such as mowing
the lawn, feeding the chickens, and washing the car, while also finding time to spend at th
e family pond. Agnes was a “queen” both at her Catholic High School in Ste. Genevieve a
nd during her college years at Cape Girardeau, MO. In high school, she followed in her sis
ter’s footsteps, being selected the third May Queen from her family. In college she was ch
osen as yearbook queen and crowned at the annual Sagamore Ball.
Beginning with her college years (1952-1955) in Cape Girardeau, MO, Agnes pursued a hi
ghly productive career as a speech pathologist. During 1965, she earned a Master’s degre
e from the University of Missouri-Columbia in her field of specialization. She continued as
a public school speech pathologist during her years in Quincy, IL (1961-1963), Milwaukee,
WI (1965-1968), and Cortland, NY.
In college, Agnes met Gene Bierbaum in the school orchestra. Agnes played violin and Ge
ne played trumpet. Following a two-year campus courtship and two years of Gene’s militar
y service, they were married at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Zell, Missouri, on June 9, 1
956. During 1957-1965, Agnes became the loving mother of five children, all of whom surv
ive her: Paula Bogardo (Lancaster, PA), Ellen Carter (Leesburg, FL), Mark Bierbaum (Wes

t Hartford, CT), Diane Muckstadt (Burlington, VT), and Robert Bierbaum (Lumberton, TX).
During her later years, she delighted in becoming a grandmother to 14, and a great-grand
mother to 12.
During 1968 -1992, Agnes pursued an active lifestyle in Cortland, NY. She served as presi
dent of the Parker Elementary School PTA, Cortland High School Band Boosters, and the
Faculty Wives Association at SUNY-Cortland. She and her husband, Gene, had frequent s
ocial gatherings and bridge games at their home. They traveled extensively to Alaska, Ha
waii, France, England, Germany, Denmark, and Switzerland. Enthusiastic supporters of en
vironmental concerns, they attended summit conferences of the National Wildlife Federati
on in several states. Agnes also volunteered at the Morningside Nature Center in Cortlan
d, later to be followed by similar service in Asheville, NC, and Gainesville, FL.
Gene gave Agnes her first stringed dulcimer for their 25th wedding anniversary, and she b
egan attending workshops. A few years later, she gave a dulcimer to Gene as a birthday g
ift, and they attended dulcimer workshops together, ultimately developing duet programs w
hich they performed for various social gatherings and retirement communities.
From 1992 - 2005, Agnes and Gene were “snowbirds”, maintaining residences in both Ne
w York and Florida. During these years they initiated family reunions, attended by all their
children and grandchildren. In addition to the reunions, they visited each child and each gr
andchild (in five different states) at least once annually. In 2006, Agnes and Gene became
permanent residents of Florida.
Agnes was always a very giving person, and a friend to the lonely and forgotten. An acco
mplished musician, she frequently played her violin and dulcimer at charitable gatherings.
She was active as a member of the nursing home volunteer network, Friends Across the A
ges, and regularly visited and took home-baked goods to nursing home residents. She vol
unteered to assist Gene with his line dance calling for numerous workshops and communit
y functions. She also performed regularly with various volunteer community choirs. In 201
0, Agnes wrote and published a book, Reaching Out to Others, about the difference volunt
eering can make in the lives of others.
In addition to her five children, 14 grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren, Agnes is sur
vived by her husband, Gene Bierbaum (Tavares, FL), sister-in-law, Madge Bierbaum (Che
sterfield, MO), and numerous nieces and nephews. In lieu of flowers, the family invites you
to consider a memorial donation to Friends Across the Ages (https://www.friendsacrossthe
ages.org).
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Comments

“

Though I never met Agnes in person I talked with her many times on the phone as I
was in search of Dr. B, the esteemed and beloved parliamentarian of the Association
of Junior Leagues. Dr. B always spoke glowingly of Agnes and the entire Bierbaum
family and so it gives comfort to know that there's a lot of love there to ease the pain
of her loss.

Anne Dalton - April 08 at 06:40 PM

“

Gene, the orchestra in heaven has a new violist. Her solos will now be heard forever.
Henry and Charlie Lawton

Henry - March 29 at 08:34 PM

“

Florida State Association of Parliamentarians purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet
for the family of Agnes Marie Bierbaum.

Florida State Association of Parliamentarians - March 29 at 08:24 PM

“

Henry and Charlie Lawton purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Agnes Marie Bierbaum.

Henry and Charlie Lawton - March 29 at 08:14 PM

“

I knew Agnes for nearly 20 years in Gainesville Florida. She was one of my favorite
people, she ALWAYS believed in me, she ALWAYS had a smile on her face and kind
words for everyone she met. She was really one of a kind. To all her children, I want
you to know just how loved your mother was by everyone that met her. We will never
forget her.
One of Agnes's many volunteer positions was visiting the nursing home. I found this
picture I took of her visiting with her special friend Verlene. Agnes was so faithful to
Verlene for many years and never missed a visit with her.

Steve Blay - March 29 at 05:08 PM

“

My most deepfelt condolences to Gene and the family..Although they have been far
way for a long time in Florida, I think often of them as I travel the road between
Cortland and Dryden. I look up to the hills on the left and think kindly of the warm and
friendly presence that the Bierbaums left .
Sincerely, Jo Schaffer

D.Jo SCHAFFER - March 29 at 10:28 AM

“

I was a student/patient of Agnes’ and can speak clearly today thanks to her work. I
apparently spoke with a lisp in early elementary school and her intervention
corrected that. What a kind and loving soul. Thank you. Rest In Peace.

Kristopher Buchan - March 28 at 09:32 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Agnes’ passing our sympathy to Gene and their entire family. We
enjoyed Gene and Agnes when they lived here at The Village in Gainesville. They
both contributed much to the enjoyment that residents have. Our shared meals were
always a delight for Bruce and me. Peace be with you all. Roberta Curry

Roberta Curry - March 28 at 08:08 PM

“

Agnes was a fellow speech pathologist, who gave of herself freely, had a lovely
sense of gentle humor, was highly intelligent and multi-talented. We gave
presentations together, locally, and at NYS Speech Conventions, and she was a joy
to spend time with, both on the road, in the hotels, and while we worked. She
provided a high standard to emulate, both personally and professionally, and I will
always remember her with great fondness.
Sandra Tuthill (Overhiser)

Sandra Tuthill - March 28 at 12:56 PM

“

I taught with Agnes at McGraw elementary School. Am so sorry to hear of her
passing.
We had many laughs and good times. I remember her getting her dulcimur.
May she rest in peace.

Philomena Corsi - March 28 at 12:05 PM

“

Dear Bierbaum family,
Please accept my deepest condolences for the loss of your mom, Agnes.
My family an I, lived on 55 Floral Ave, and enjoyed many happy memories living near
your beautiful White House. Your home always seemed bursting at the seams of
happy/active kids. Although the house, has had a few owners since then, I’ve always
considered it “The Bierbaum House.” My parents, Tom and Gwen Casey would call
Agnes on occasion for a last minute babysitter. Agnes would respond, “of course
Gwen “let me see who’s around.”.. A Bierbaum would always appear at our doorstep
with a cheerful attitude.
I’ll always be grateful for the wonderful memories of being around all of you..
May God bring you comfort in the coming days. My sincere sympathies.
Warmest Regards,
Ann Casey-Smith
Johnstown, Colorado

Ann Smith - March 27 at 09:30 PM

“

I knew Agnes as the loving mother of then students Diane and Bob at Cortland. I
remember her quick and warm smile. Jeff Spicer

Jeffrey Spicer - March 27 at 06:19 PM

“

Photo from when Grandma and Grandpa came to visit for Christmas in Texas! I will
cherish these memories forever. Love and miss you dearly Grandma.

Angela Bierbaum-Kirkendall - March 27 at 11:27 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mark Bierbaum - March 27 at 07:03 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mark Bierbaum - March 27 at 07:02 AM

“

2 files added to the album Early Agnes Pics

Ellen Carter - March 26 at 05:07 PM

